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Happy New Year from WCC Friends & Alumni!
As we welcome 2014, for many it's a good time to reflect on the last year's accomplishments and
look forward to what the new year will bring. Whatcom C ommunity C ollege experienced growth,
innovation and excellence in 2013. Pictures are worth a thousand words, so we'll let this year's
Holiday Greeting Card tell the rest. Happy New Year, everyone!

Innovation & Growth
Strong Transfer Programs Form the Core of Whatcom's Academic Offerings
At Whatcom, 82 percent of our degree- and certificate-seeking students are on the path to their
associate's degree. Students who earn their associate's degrees at Whatcom continue on to
respected in-state universities such as Western Washington University, University of Washington,
Washington State University and C entral Washington University, as well as prestigious out-of-state
universities. There, they earn advanced degrees in the programs they started at Whatcom. The
most popular bachelor's degrees earned by Whatcom graduates at their subsequent four-year
schools are in Business/Finance, Accounting, Social Sciences, the Humanities, Sciences, Nursing
and Engineering.
Increasingly students are interested in enrolling in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
(STEM), notably pre-engineering. In 2011-'12, STEM enrollments comprised 14 percent of
Whatcom's full-time-equivalent student count, s
ignificantly above the statewide average. Successful
completion of a college-level math class is an indicator for continued college success. According to
the Student Achievement Initiative, Whatcom students starting in pre-college level math courses
progress to successful completion of college-level math courses at rates at least 5 percentage
points higher than the statewide average over the past three years.
Learn more about Whatcom's programs here.

News From Alumni

Community Outreach

Dylan Woods wins CPA Scholarship

WCC Classes Prepare Europe-Bound
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WC C alumna and accounting
student Dylan Woods recently
won a high honor. Dylan
was one of only 17 students
statewide
this
year
to
be awarded a Washington C PA
Foundation Scholarship.
"I am very lucky to receive this scholarship,"
Dylan said. "I am paying for college through
financial aid and working, so to be awarded a
scholarship is an incredible help."
Dylan graduated with honors from Whatcom
C ommunity C ollege in spring 2012, earning
her Associates in Arts & Sciences degree in
Business Administration. She went on to study
accounting at University of Washington (class
of 2015).
"Dylan is a terrific accounting student," said
WC C accounting instructor John Fasler. "She
worked hard and asked relevant and
insightful questions in my accounting classes.
Dylan is definitely deserving of a WSC PA
scholarship."
After earning her C PA license, Dylan hopes to
work for a global company's accounting
department. She is currently a full-time intern
in Amazon's state and local tax compliance
department.
"It's been a great opportunity," Dylan said.
"I've had six months to work full time and
really learn a lot about tax and gain technical
skills. I get to work on a great team and know
that I definitely want to do the masters in tax
at UW now."
Whatcom C ommunity C ollege is proud of our
alumni, and we are pleased to showcase their
accomplishments. Please let us know if you or
any alumni you know has exciting news to
share by writing us an email.

Foundation News
WCC Foundation Preps for 2014-2015
Scholarship Application Process

Travelers
Europe is a favorite travel destination for its
history, culture, art and cuisine, but with so
much to see and do, where do you start?
Whatcom C ommunity C ollege's C ommunity &
C ontinuing Education program offers a variety
of new and existing non-credit classes perfect
for people planning (or just dreaming about) a
European vacation. Participants can choose
courses focusing on valuable travel and
cultural tips as well as basic to intermediate
foreign language skills.
Travel Courses: Discover the ancient history
and distinct culture of Turkey in A Visit to
Turkey (Feb. 26, $45); gain practical travel
tips and sample itineraries in Traveling in
Italy: An Insider's Guide (March 4, $45); learn
indispensable cultural tips in Exploring France:
Essential Travel Tips (March 8, $45); When in
Paris-Do as the Parisians Do will prepare you
for your next visit to the "C ity of Light" (March
4, $45); and, finally, A Greek Odyssey will
take you on a breathtaking journey through
Greece and help you plan an odyssey of your
own (March 15, $39). All instructors are either
natives or master travelers in their respective
countries, and highly qualified to help prepare
you for your next European vacation.
Conversing Abroad: Whatcom continues to
offer beginning to intermediate language
courses in French, Spanish and Italian starting
Jan. 22-27 ($119-$149) that are ideal for
those wanting to explore the world through
language. Instructors progressively cover
basic conversation skills, pronunciation and
grammar, syntax, and ve rb tenses in these
seven- or nine-session courses. C ommunity
members can also choose the condensed twosession Italian for Travelers starting March 11
($75) or the four-session French for Travelers
beginning March 24 ($89).
For full course descriptions, and to register,
call (360) 383-3200 or enroll online.

Spotlight on Events
WCC Hosts Community MLK Event

As an alumnus or friend of Whatcom
C ommunity C ollege, you may have received
an appeal letter in the mail from the WC C
Foundation last month. Many of you have
experienced firsthand the quality of education
here, and we hope you consider supporting
Whatcom's current and future students by
making a donation to the WC C Foundation.
You can be sure that your contribution will
have a direct, positive impact.
Donate online, or call (360) 383-3320 for
more info.

Did You Know?
Facts & Stats About WCC

"Uniting for Human Rights and Environmental
Justice" is the theme of the 16th Annual Martin
Luther King Jr. Human Rights C onference
hosted by Whatcom C ommunity C ollege, the
Whatcom Human Rights Task Force (WHRTF)
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____________________________________
WC C mens soccer star Ryo Matsubara won
Regional MVP for the NWAAC C 's North
Region. C ongratulations Ryo!
____________________________________
The Orcas have hit the courts! Meet the
teams: Mens basketball; Womens basketball
____________________________________
The Winter C ommunity & C ontinuing
Education schedule is out! C heck out their
latest classes here.

and the Whatcom Peace and Justice C enter.
The conference will be held 10 a.m.- 3:30
p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 18, at Whatcom's Syre
Student C enter. Registration begins at 9:30
a.m. The event is free and open to the
community.
The keynote speaker will be Jerimiah "Jay"
Julius of the Lummi Nation. The conference
theme was chosen to emphasize the
importance of local participation in problem
solving and civic and educational processes.
Organizers hope educators will attend to gain
insights into classroom curriculum.
For more info, email Whatcom Human Rights
Task Force whatcomhrtf@gmail.com or visit
www.whrtf.org.

Get
Connected

Whatcom C ommunity C ollege recently joined
Instagram! Instagram is an online social networking site that allows
you to easily share photos and videos with friends and family.
Follow @WhatcomC C for photos, videos and updates from the
C ollege.
As always, send us an email if you have any comments, questions
or suggestions. Your feedback is invaluable as we work to grow the
WC C Friends & Alumni program!
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