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:: WC C Alum Helps Local Veterans
:: Dani Shay Performs, Discusses Gender
:: Rodrigo Garcia Nominated for Transforming Lives Award
:: WC C 's Winter Road Trips

Welcome to February, Love Whatcom
Valentines, roses and heart-shaped sweets often come to mind when one thinks about the
second month of the year, but at Whatcom C ommunity C ollege, our February is also full of exciting
events and impressive achievements. We have a notable alum who is assisting veterans in a
unique way, and several events we're inviting the community to attend. Read on to find out more,
friends & alumni!

WCC Named Among Nation's Top Community Colleges
For the second time in a row, Whatcom C ommunity C ollege (WC C ) has been named among the
nation's top 150 community colleges by the prestigious Aspen Institute. The non-profit institute
selected the colleges from a pool of more than 1,000 public two-year colleges that have
demonstrated exceptional levels of student success. Of Washington state's 34 community and
technical colleges, Whatcom is one of six receiving this significant recognition.
"We are honored to be among the select colleges receiving this accolade," said WC C President
Kathi Hiyane-Brown.
"We're proud the Aspen Institute recognizes our faculty and staffs'
commitment to a student-centered approach, and that they've named us among national leaders
who are implementing best practices to improve student success."
The Aspen Institute identified the top 150 community colleges through an assessment of
institutional performance, improvement, and equity on student retention and completion. In
addition to Whatcom, the nonprofit institute recognized the following Washington colleges: C olumbia
Basin C ollege, Olympic C ollege, Renton Technical C ollege, Skagit Valley C ollege, and Walla Walla
C ommunity C ollege. Walla Walla won the 2013 Aspen Prize with co-winner Santa Barbara C ity
C ollege. As such, neither one is eligible to compete for the 2015 honor.
The colleges have been invited to submit applications for the $1 million Aspen Prize for C ommunity
C ollege Excellence. Awarded every two years, it is the nation's signature recognition of high
achievement and performance among America's community colleges. It recognizes exceptional
student outcomes in four areas: student learning, certificate and degree completion, employment
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and earnings, and high levels of access and success for minority and low-income students. Ten
finalists will be named in fall 2014. Prize winners will be announced in early 2015.
Read the full press release here.

News From Alumni

Student & Faculty Achievement

WCC Alum Helps Veterans "Grow"

Rodrigo Garcia Represents WCC at
Awards Ceremony

Chris Brown with other Growing Veterans
employees.
WC C alum C hris Brown is a U.S. Marine combat
veteran of Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as a
Purple Heart recipient. Five years ago, C hris
was leading fellow Marines into combat; today
he leads fellow veterans at the non-profit farm
he started in northern Whatcom C ounty called
Growing Veterans.
The organic food C hris and other veterans grow
is used in local C SA boxes, sold at farmers
markets or sometimes donated to food banks.
There's more to Growing Veterans than farming
and helping vets though, C hris explains.
"Through our activities we want to show folks
that when military veterans use the skills they
gained in the military to strengthen local food
systems and invite the larger community to
work alongside them, we can accomplish some
truly amazing things together," he said.
C hris graduated from Whatcom C ommunity
C ollege with honors in 2010, earning his
Associates in Arts & Sciences degree. He then
went on to Western Washington University,
where he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Human Services. Following a suggestion from a
counselor, C hris said he found that gardening
(and later farming) helped him deal with posttraumatic stress and thought it may help other
returning veterans as well. Growing Veterans
was born.
C hris said he views Growing Veterans not only
as a way to bring veterans together, but also to
connect them with the broader community. He
enjoys "seeing the changes in the veterans and
community members who get involved, as well
as simply just being part of something larger
than myself again."
As if he wasn't busy enough, C hris is active

Paralegal studies graduate
Rodrigo
Garcia-Berguecio
represented
Whatcom
C ommunity C ollege at this
year's Transforming Lives
awards
ceremony.
The
Trustees
Association
of
C ommunity and Technical
C olleges (TAC TC ) award
honors
students
and
graduates who overcome barriers to achieve
their higher education goals, demonstrating
how Washington community and technical
colleges help transform lives through
education.
At first the thought of going back to school
at the age of 40 was frightening and
anxiety-inducing for Rodrigo. But then, "the
director from the paralegal career center,
staff members, instructors and advisors
from WC C brought the magic and the touch
of optimism and self-confidence I needed,"
said Rodrigo. "Without their support, my
path into higher education wouldn't have
been as smooth and positive as it was."
Rodrigo became so attached to Whatcom
that after graduating with his associate
degree in paralegal studies with honors in
fall 2012, he decided to continue at WC C to
pursue a direct transfer degree. He was also
recently admitted to Western Washington
University where he pla ns to work toward
his bachelor's degree beginning spring
quarter.
"I agree with Aristotle's quote, 'Education is
the best provision for the journey to old
age,' because to learn is to become
enlightened with a higher conscience and a
real awareness of our past, present and
future. We are what we learn," said
Rodrigo.

Community Outreach
WCC Road Trip Caters to Car Lovers
The
extraordinary
workmanship of rare
vintage
cars
showcased at the
LeMay C ar Museum
is the destination of
C ommunity
and
C ontinuing Education's road trip this winter.
Enroll now!

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=e2c4b97e-a486-4c9b-92a6-cd85c7ee4c3f&c=0ef562e0-0434-11e3-abc4-d4ae52a2cb52&ch=0efba470-0434…

2/4

2/10/2014

campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=e2c4b97e-a486-4c9b-92a6-cd85c7ee4c3f&c=0ef562e0-0434-11e3-abc4-d4ae52a2cb52&ch=0efba470-043…

with local and regional veteran organizations
including WC C 's Veterans Affairs Office. He also
serves on the Whatcom C ounty Veterans
Advisory Board and is currently in the Master of
Social Work program at the University of
Washington.
Learn how you can support Growing Veterans
or get involved here.

Spotlight on Events
America's Got Talent and The Glee
Project's Dani Shay Performs at WCC

If you appreciate great workmanship, great
art, great engineering, o r just enjoy cars,
the new road trip to the LeMay Car
Museum in Tacoma (an extraordinary place
that spotlights America's love affair with the
automobile) is a must. Led by an expert
guide, the class will stroll through the history
of transportation and cars, viewing more
than 350 models and rare vintage cars, from
Model T's and Pierce Arrows to Duesenbergs
and Ferraris.
This March 22 road trip departs from WC C
Foundation Building promptly at 8:00 a.m.
and embarks for home at 2:30 p.m.,
traveling by relaxing coach furnished by
Bellair C harters. Museum fees are included
in $69 course fee; registration deadline is
March 20. You are welcome to purchase
lunch at the museum's café or bring a sack
lunch.
C all (360) 383-3200 or enroll online.

Did You Know?

Whatcom C ommunity C ollege will host Dani
Shay Feb. 12 at 2 p.m. in WC C 's Heiner
Theater. The singer and guitarist will perform
live, as well as discuss her experience with
gender and transgender identity issues.
Dani appeared as a contestant on the popular
TV shows "America's Got Talent" in 2011 and
"The Glee Project 2" in 2012. Merchandise will
be on sale. Doors open at 1:45 p.m., event is
free and open to the public, though seating is
limited. The event is part of Gender Awareness
Week at WC C , and is presented by the
Programming & Diversity Board.

Facts & Stats About WCC
____________________________________
Whatcom hosts more than 250 International
students from 30 countries each quarter.
____________________________________
In late June 2014, Whatcom will begin
construction on a new Student Recreation
C enter.
____________________________________
WC C men's and women's basketball are
both ranked in the top 2 of the NWAAC C 's
North Region. Go Orcas!

Learn more about this event and others here.

Get
Connected

Stay connected to Whatcom C ommunity
C ollege by logging on to your favorite social networking site. Social
media is a great way to catch up with friends, family and even your
alma mater. Like and follow us for news, photos, videos and
updates from WC C !
As always, send us an email if you have any comments, questions
or suggestions. Your feedback is invaluable as we work to grow the
WC C Friends & Alumni program!
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