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Happy October, WCC Friends & Alumni!
Welcome to Fall Quarter, Friends & Alumni. 'Tis the season for changing leaves, pumpkins,
brisk mornings and back to school. Exciting things are happening at Whatcom C ommunity C ollege.
We're proud to announce Whatcom is now home to C yberWatch West, a prestigious cybersecurity
education consortium. Also new this fall is the C ollege's state-of-the-art Health Professions
Education C enter. Read about these innovative developments and other campus news in this
month's newsletter below.

WCC Will Lead Prestigious Cybersecurity Education Consortium
Innovation & Growth
WC C is now the lead institution of C yberWatch West, a regional cybersecurity education consortium
funded by the National Science Foundation (NSF). An NSF-Advanced Technology Education center,
C yberWatch West is one of only four centers in the nation dedicated to cybersecurity education.
C orrinne Sande, the lead faculty member of Whatcom's C omputer Information Systems program,
will direct the project, and the C yberWatch West center will move from its current C alifornia
location to Whatcom's campus.
C yberWatch West was formed in 2011 to increase the quantity and quality of the cybersecurity
workforce throughout the western United States. The center's four primary initiatives are student
development,
curriculum
development
and
dissemination,
faculty
development,
and
outreach/partnerships with colleges and businesses. The goal is to create a network of higher
education institutions, businesses, and government agencies focused on building and maintaining a
robust cybersecurity workforce. In addition to strengthening Whatcom's reputation as a leader in
cybersecurity education, moving the center to Bellingham means WC C students will have access to
the latest developments in their field.
"This is a great honor," said WC C President Kathi Hiyane-Brown. "Naming Whatcom as the
lead institution acknowledges our expertise in the field of cybersecurity education and the ability of
our faculty and staff to advance the NSF-funded project. It also recognizes C orrinne Sande's
standing as a national leader in cybersecurity education."
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"Within the cybersecurity industry, Washington state has emerged as leaders in the United States.
The unique and nationally recognized resources the region has to offer have created an
environment for cybersecurity to flourish, and I'm thrilled that Whatcom C ommunity C ollege will
build on that foundation as the lead institution for C yberWatch West," said U.S. Sen. Patty Murray
(D-WA).
Read the full press release and background information here.

Johnny Hu and David Kehe win
2013 Faculty Excellence Awards

New Health Professions Building
Open for Classes

Student & Faculty Achievement

Foundation News

WC C faculty members Johnny Hu and David
Kehe were recently awarded the Puget
Sound Energy Faculty Excellence Awards for
2013.

Students enrolled in WC C 's
Allied Health and Nursing
programs started the academic
year in a new building with
state-of-the-art classroom and
lab spaces that will prepare graduates to
successfully enter the healthcare workforce.

Johnny Hu has made a
significant
impression
on
Whatcom during his first two
years as a full-time math
faculty. His connection with
students is remarkable. As
one student commented, "I
have never seen someone
who is so in tune with his
students...He
really
has
a
method
of teaching that makes those of us that
dislike and struggle with math enjoy and
learn from his class...we all agree that he
makes math seem fun."
Whatcom is very fortunate to
have David Kehe part of our
English as a Second Language
Academic (ESLA) faculty. A
leader in the field of ESLA,
David has published eight
textbooks
and
several
articles,
and
frequently
presents at conferences throughout the U.S.
and C anada. He's exemplary in the
classroom as well. "His genuine concern for
each student's success is impressive, and he
consistently goes far beyond the normal
expectations of an instructor. He spends
huge amounts of time, much of it outside
regular classroom hours, reviewing work
with students and offering suggestions
and
additional
instruction,"
shared
a
colleague. "He really cares about his
students and I think that's what pushes us to
work and do well," added a student.
C ongratulations Johnny and David!

WCC Veterans and Families
Participate in Community Art
Project
Community Outreach
Whatcom
C ommunity
C ollege
invites
veterans and current service members, their
families
and community
members
to
participate in an inspiring community-wide
Veterans & Artists Project.

The 28,501 square foot, two-story Health
Professions Education C enter (HPEC )
is
located at the corner of Stuart Road and
C ordata
Parkway.
The
center
houses
Whatcom's
state
and
nationally
accredited programs in Nursing, Physical
Therapist Assistant, Massage Practitioner and
Medical Assisting.
Interiors were designed to replicate the
healthcare environments in which students will
eventually work and provide as close to a realworld experience as possible. The space layout
of each program area makes it easy for
students to transition from lectures to hands-on
skill
exercises,
allowing
students
to
immediately apply methods and critical thinking
with oversight by instructors.
"We are committed to remaining among the top
community colleges in the nation," says WC C
President Kathi Hiyane-Brown. "To do so, we
must offer quality instructional space and
ensure we have the capacity to meet student
demand. The new Health Professions Education
C enter does exactly that. We are grateful to
the [WC C ] Foundation and to our local business
partners for the support that enabled us to
quickly address this community need."
C onstruction of the C ollege's Health Professions
Education C enter was completed in an
impressive one-year time frame thanks to a
public-private partnership. In addition to
elevating instruction, the new center will allow
the C ollege to expand community partnerships,
including continuing education for health
professionals, middle- and high-school career
awareness, paramedic skills training, and
disaster training and preparation. An open
house during which community members can
tour
the
building
will
be
held
in
November. Project developers were Dawson
C onstruction,
Blossom
Management
C orporation and Integrated Real Estate
Management Inc.
Read the full press release here.
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The WC C Veterans & Artists Project is
modeled on the National Vet Art Project.
"Our vision is to provide veterans, military
families and community members an
opportunity to express their experiences
through
various
art
forms,
including
performance art, the written word and visual
art," says C atherine C hambers with VISTA
Veterans C ampus and C ommunity Support.
Monthly workshops will explore the different
mediums. Participants will choose the form
in which they'd like to work and will be
paired with Whatcom English and art
instructors for ongoing individual guidance
on their art projects. There is no cost. The
project will culminate with a community art
show.
For
more
information,
please
email:
VeteransArtProject@whatcom.ctc.edu.

Bilingual Performance Troupe Visits
WCC
Spotlight on Events
Las C afeteras fuse traditional and modern
beats with timely stories from East LA's streets.
Known
for
their
energetic
bilingual
performances, they combine Afro-Mexican (son
jarocho), hip hop, folk, Native American sounds
and more styles with a community-focused
message. C ome out to the Syre Auditorium on
Oct. 21 to watch these LA natives sing, dance,
and do spoken word all with a
fun, live
soundtrack in English, Spanish and Spanglish!
Admission is free to all, and doors open at 6
p.m. Bring your friends out for a fun night of
live music and culture!

Did You Know?
Facts & Stats About WCC
____________________________________
WC C 's C ommunity & C ontinuing Education
has new courses for fall. Sign up for a class
today!
____________________________________
35% of WC C 's degree and certificate
seeking students are first-generation college
students.
____________________________________

For more information, please click here.

Men's and Women's Soccer are currently
placed 3rd and 2nd respectively in their
divisions. Go Orcas!

Get
Connected

Whatcom C ommunity C ollege recently joined
Instagram! Instagram is an online social networking site that allows
you to easily share photos and videos with friends and family.
Follow @WhatcomC C for photos, videos and updates from the
C ollege.
As always, send us an email if you have any comments, questions
or suggestions. Your feedback is invaluable as we work to grow the
WC C Friends & Alumni program!
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