Achieving Success. Building Community. Advancing Equity. Enhancing Effectiveness.

Campus News
Washington College Grant expands benefits - WCC Now Offering Free College to Eligible Students



Expanded program based on a sliding scale of median family income



Can be used on expenses other than tuition, such as housing and transportation



There is no separate application, students who complete FAFSA or WAFSA for 2019-20 already eligible



Visit https://readysetgrad.wa.gov/college/washington-college-grant for more information on the Washington College
Grants

.

Alumni Spotlight - Meet Justin Gill ‘12



Why did you choose WCC? I chose WCC’s RN program because of
its reputation. I saw the nursing program had national board passing
rates well above the national average, and WCC graduates were
highly sought after graduation.



What are you doing now? I just finished my Doctor of Nursing
Practice degree from Yale University. I currently work as a Nurse
Practitioner in Urgent Care at Providence Medical Group in Everett. I
also will be starting a role as Chairman of the Washington State
Nurses Association (WSNA) Legislative/Health Policy Council, and
member of the WSNA Board if Directors. I also serve as a member of
the Board of Directors for the Political Action Committee (PAC) of the
American Nurses Association (ANA). I like combining my passion for
policy and politics with clinical practice. I will be teaching Health
Policy at UW Bothell School of Nursing/Health Studies starting this
fall.



Favorite memory of WCC? My favorite memory was my pinning
ceremony after completing the RN program at WCC. It was a great
event that made me even more excited about entering the nursing
profession.



Favorite spot on campus? The cafe was a great place to grab a
quick bite to eat.



Favorite professor? Kathryn Saulsbury, who has since retired,
played a major role in supporting my leadership ambitions and
encouraged me to become involved at the state level with regard to
the state nursing student association.

Justin Gill
WCC Nursing Graduate ‘12

Are you interested in hosting an

Are you an alumnae of WCC’s Nursing program? Be sure
to join the Nursing Alumni Group for job postings, networking opportunities and more!
Contact jdymond@whatcom.edu to be added!

Offer a WCC Student Internship at your Company!
Interns bring high-demand skills and training from a variety of cutting edge
programs including business, accounting, visual communications, and office administration.
Hosting interns can:
✓ Build capacity and diversity of your team
✓ Screen qualified new employees
✓ Increase your company’s visibility
Interested in learning more?
Email Michelle at internships@whatcom.edu or call 360.383.3700

international student?
✓ Hosts must live on or near a WTA bus
line within 45 minutes commute to WCC
✓ Provide a private furnished bedroom for
the student
✓ Provide three meals a day
✓ Can be single, married / unmarried
couples, with / without children or pets,
native / non-native English speakers
✓ Compensation provided for hosting
✓ Email housing@whatcom.edu or

Share your story!
We love to hear from our Alumni! Send
your alumni story or any accomplishments
to jdymond@whatcom.edu for a chance to
be featured in an upcoming newsletter!

Making an Impact
When Catherine Chambers got the opportunity to come back to Whatcom Community College,
she jumped at it. Through AmeriCorps Vista, Catherine previously worked with the veterans
program in her role with the Learning Center and she found she enjoyed the experience of
working on a community college campus. In the years since, a growing need nationally and on
campus was identified. Last year, the Food and Drug Association found that just over 11% of
households had “low” or “very low” food security, which is defined as having access, economic
or otherwise, to sufficient, safe and nutritious food. That number rises considerably to 17% of
households when that household has a member attending a community college, according to
the Urban Institute. Some community colleges surveyed report that roughly 40% of students
have “had to forgo spending money on food for other costs like housing, tuition, etc.”
In its first three years, the Orca Food Pantry (OFP) has flourished. Drop off boxes were placed throughout campus, and
two large metal cabinets were installed near the Office of
Student Life and Development to serve as the actual pantry.
Food was donated from local restaurants, the neighboring
food co-op and partnerships were created with the Lummi Food Hub, Western Washington
University and Whatcom’s own athletic department. The most impactful partnership may however be with the nearby Cordata Neighborhood Association, with whom Catherine and the
ASWCC were able to secure 2 plots in their neighborhood garden.
With fresh produce now regularly coming in, Catherine has started
creating educational opportunities at the garden for students, faculty and staff, and eventually wants to start incorporating cooking
techniques and lessons. Looking forward, Catherine and the Associated Students of Whatcom Community College (ASWCC) are
hoping to find a more permanent location for the actual pantry on
campus.
As was mentioned, the OFP has partnered with WCC Athletics, and donations will be collected at
games throughout the season, and donation boxes can be found in all buildings on campus. Today,
Monday, November 18th you can get into the Basketball game free with a donation of a canned or
nonperishable food item. You can also support the Orca Food Pantry directly by making a donation to
the WCC Foundation here.

“Food is a connecting thread throughout my life – how does food
connect people? Yes, you grow it, but the other part is sharing it
– creating community.”
- Catherine Chambers

Upcoming Events


November 18th: Men’s Basketball vs. Northwest Indian College 7pm- Bring a can of food or non perishable food
item and get in free!



November 21st: Tour of Scotland - Free Info Session - Learn more about traveling to Scotland with Community & Continuing Education! This information session will provide an overview of our Tour of Scotland--a Community & Continuing Education road trip
led by WCC English faculty Rhonda Daniels. Foundation Building, room 201C 6pm-7pm



Registration Open - Georgia O’Keefe exhibit at Seattle Art Museum. https://www.whatcom.edu/academics/
community-continuing-education/road-trips



November 26th: Men’s Basketball vs. Tacoma Community College 7pm



Save the Date- May 4th, 2020: Whatcom Community College Athletics Golf Tournament Fundraiser 1pm Sudden Valley Golf & Country Club. Want to play? Email Athletic Director, Danny Day (dday@whatcom.edu) to
learn more and secure your spot in the tournament today!

We are Building Futures Together
Your gifts to the WCC Foundation support students, faculty/staff and college programs and initiatives .
Contact us: foundation@whatcom.edu I 360.383.3320 I www.whatcom.edu
Make a gift: https://www.whatcom.edu/giving

