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Associate of Applied Science (AAS) degree – Paralegal Studies
Pathway : Paralegal Studies
Student: Click or tap here to enter text.		Advisor: Click or tap here to enter text.

About the degree
Who should earn this degree? Students looking for the knowledge and skills necessary to enter paralegal careers in public or private law offices and law-related agencies. 
Other options: If you’ve already earned a bachelor’s degree, you should enroll in the Paralegal Studies certificate instead of this degree. 
WCC offers a certificate in legal interpreting for students who are highly proficient in English and another language. Credits earned toward that certificate can also be applied to this degree in paralegal studies. If you’re considering becoming an attorney, please see the Pre-Law page on Whatcom’s website.
Transferring: This degree is not designed for transfer to a university. However, if you do decide to transfer, most of its general education courses are widely transferable. Also, a few universities offer “upside-down” degree options for students with completed professional-technical degrees, including Western Washington University’s Fairhaven College and The Evergreen State College.
Two important reminders
· You are responsible for understanding and fulfilling all graduation requirements.
· You must earn a grade of C or better in every course with a PLS prefix.


Academic year: 2025-26			rev. 6.10.25
Action items
☐	Complete your English placement.
☐	Complete your math placement.
☐	Have official transcripts sent from previous colleges (includes AP/IB/CLEP score reports).
☐	Submit a request for an official evaluation of prior credits.
☐	Join the Education & Public Services Area of Study. Choose your specific pathway by the end of 30 credits.
☐	Make a plan that includes all the courses you'll take to complete your degree.
☐	Participate in career explorations such as an interest assessment, career search course, job shadowing, internship or course-based research.
☐	Submit your graduation application at the beginning of your second-to-last quarter.

General graduation requirements
☐	25 or more 100- and 200-level credits from Whatcom.
☐	Minimum overall 2.0 GPA in courses applied to this degree.
Advisor notes
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2025-26 AAS-Paralegal Studies Courses (90 credits)		
Core Requirements: 35-37 credits.
Take BTEC 121 or 122, PLS 111 and PLS 127 as early in the program as you can. They’re not offered every quarter, and they’re all prerequisites or co-requisites for most of the other PLS courses.
	Course Type
	Course #
	Course Title
	Quarter
	Credits

	Business Technology
	BTEC 121 or 122
	Word processing I or Business document design
	Quarter	3 or 5
	PLS
	PLS 111
	Intro to law and the legal process
	Quarter	5

	PLS
	PLS 112
	Law office technology
	Quarter	3

	PLS
	PLS 120
	Civil procedure and litigation
	Quarter	5

	PLS
	PLS 127
	Legal terminology
	Quarter	3

	PLS
	PLS 130
	Legal interview and investigation techniques
	Quarter	3

	PLS
	PLS 151
	Law office procedures and legal ethics
	Quarter	5

	PLS
	PLS 152
	Intro to legal research, writing and analysis
	Quarter	5

	PLS
	PLS 175
	Contracts, consumer law and access to justice
	Quarter	3


General Education: 30 credits. 
	Course Type
	Course #
	Course Title
	Quarter
	Credits

	Computation
	Course # *
	Choose from computation options below.	Quarter	5

	Composition
	ENGL& 101
	English composition I
	Quarter	5

	Oral Communication
	Course # *
	Course title	Quarter	5

	Humanities
	Course # *
	Course title	Quarter	5

	Social Science
	Course # *
	Course title	Quarter	5

	Math/Science
	Course # *
	Course title	Quarter	5


Computation options: 
BUS 100 Business math
Any other 5-credit Computation (CP) course
*See WCC’s catalog webpage for lists of the courses in computation (CP), oral communication (OC), humanities (H), social sciences (SS), and math/science (MS and MSL).
Electives/Internship: 23-25 credits, chosen from the following list.
	Course Type
	Course #
	Course Title
	Quarter
	Credits

	BTEC elective
	BTEC 122**
	Business document design
	Quarter	5
	Business elective
	BUS& 201
	Business law
	Quarter	5
	PLS elective
	PLS 160
	Administrative law
	Quarter	5
	PLS elective
	PLS 190
	Paralegal studies internship
	Quarter	Credits
	PLS elective
	PLS 210
	Legal docs, admin processes, probate, wills
	Quarter	3
	PLS elective
	PLS 220
	Real estate legal procedures
	Quarter	3
	PLS elective
	PLS 240
	The practice of family law I
	Quarter	5
	PLS elective 
	PLS 241
	The practice of family law II
	Quarter	5
	PLS elective
	Course #	Course title	Quarter	Credits
	PLS elective
	Course #	Course title	Quarter	Credits
	PLS elective
	Course #	Course title	Quarter	Credits
	PLS elective 
	Course #	Course title	Quarter	Credits

**If not used as a Core course
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