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Paralegal Studies – Legal Interpretation Certificate
Pathway : Legal interpretation
Student: Click or tap here to enter text.		Advisor: Click or tap here to enter text.

About the certificate
Who should earn this certificate? Students looking for the knowledge and skills necessary to pass a state exam and work as legal interpreters in courtrooms, law offices, government agencies and legal advocacy organizations.
Other options: WCC offers an associate’s degree in paralegal studies, and, for students who already have a bachelor’s degree, there’s a similar paralegal studies certificate. You can apply the courses in the legal interpretation certificate to the requirements of either of those programs. If you’re considering becoming an attorney, please see the Pre-Law page on Whatcom’s website.
Transferring: This certificate is not designed for transfer to a university. However, if you do decide to transfer, some of its general education courses will likely be accepted for transfer credit.
Two important reminders
· You are responsible for understanding and fulfilling all graduation requirements.
· You must be proficient in both English and one additional language to earn this certificate.
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Action items
☐	Complete your English placement.
☐	Complete your math placement.
☐	Have official transcripts sent from previous colleges (includes AP/IB/CLEP score reports).
☐	Submit a request for an official evaluation of prior credits.
☐	Join the Education & Public Services Area of Study. Choose your specific pathway by the end of 30 credits.
☐	Make a plan that includes all the courses you'll take to complete your certificate.
☐	Participate in career explorations such as an interest assessment, career search course, job shadowing, internship or course-based research.
☐	Submit your graduation application at the beginning of your second-to-last quarter.

General graduation requirements
☐	25 or more 100- and 200-level credits from Whatcom.
☐	Minimum overall 2.0 GPA in courses applied to this certificate.
Advisor notes
To pass the state exam to become a certified or registered legal interpreter, you need a score of 80% on the written exam and 70% on the oral exam.
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2025-26 Paralegal Studies – Legal Interpretation Certificate Courses (45 credits)		
Core Requirements: 26 credits.
Take PLS 111 and PLS 127 as early in the program as you can. They’re not offered every quarter, and they’re prerequisites or co-requisites for most of the other PLS courses.
	Course Type
	Course #
	Course Title
	Quarter
	Credits

	PLS
	PLS 111
	Intro to law and the legal process
	Quarter	5

	PLS
	PLS 127
	Legal terminology
	Quarter	3

	PLS
	PLS 130
	Legal interview and investigation techniques
	Quarter	3

	PLS
	PLS 152
	Intro to legal research, writing and analysis
	Quarter	5

	PLS
	PLS 250
	Legal interpretation*
	Quarter	5

	PLS
	PLS 260
	Access to justice
	Quarter	5


*This course requires proficiency in English and one additional language.
General Education: 15 credits. 
	Course Type
	Course #
	Course Title
	Quarter
	Credits

	Computation
	Course #	Choose from computation options below.	Quarter	5

	Composition
	ENGL& 101
	English composition I
	Quarter	5

	Oral Communication
	Course # 
	Coose from oral communication options below.	Quarter	5





Computation options:
BUS 100 Business math
Any other 5-credit Computation (CP) course
See WCC’s catalog webpage for a list of 
computation (CP) courses.
Oral communication options:
CMST& 101 Intro to communication
CMST& 220 Public speaking
CMST& 230 Small group communication
CMST 245 Intro to organizational communication

Internship: 4 credits
	Course Type
	Course #
	Course Title
	Quarter
	Credits

	PLS elective
	PLS 190
	Paralegal studies internship
	Quarter	4


Date of plan: Click or tap here to enter text.
image1.jpeg
Whatcom

COMMUNITY COLLEGE




